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population of Mombasa had risen to
40,000, of which 900 were Europeans,
6,000 were Arabs, 12,000 Asians and
20,000 were Africans.

After World War II the population
increased enormously and by 1958 had
more than tripled and stood at 145,000:
4,000 Europeans, 14,000 Arabs, 26,000
Asians and 89,000 Africans. Still at this
period most of the population lived on
the island with just a few settlements
beginning on the North and South
Coast.

The 1989 census showed yet another
dramatic increase when Mombasa’s
population was estimated at 461,753, of
which 6,210 were European, 18,826
called themselves Arabs, 24,619 were
Asians, and the remainder 412,098 were
Africans. By now greater Mombasa had
spread well beyond the confines of the
island and Likoni, Kongowea, Bamburi
and Changamwe had become part of an
ever-increasing suburban sprawl. The
population of Mombasa in 2001 is now
considered to be approaching a million
and by far the greater part of this is
housed in informal dwellings on the
outskirts of the town.

Nowadays 34% of the total
population of Kenya lives in towns and
that figure is set in rise. Urban planning
and management is becoming one of the
most pressing concerns facing Kenya
today.

The exhibition

The Mombasa exhibition was fortunate
in having a large amount of photographic
material to choose from. Unlike Nairobi
and Kisumu, which are new towns built
when the railway passed through and
colonial settlement began, Mombasa is
far older. Hundreds of pictures were
taken of old Mombasa. Nearly every
colonial pioneer took a snapshot of
Mombasa on his arrival, while early

missionaries and officials were not slow
to paste a photograph or two in their
albums or send a postcard back home to
the family. Consequently Mombasa in
the early colonial period is well recorded.

The photographs

This following selection of old
photographs based on the Mombasa
exhibition barely skims the surface of the
archival photographic resource available.
It hopes to offer a glimpse of what
Mombasa was like at a time when few
Kenyans lived in towns, the population
was a fraction of what it is today and the
technological advances of the modern
world had only just begun.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Judy Aldrick arrived in Mombasa in 1982
and since then has been researching
aspects of coastal history and taking an
active role in the affairs of the Friends of
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the National Maritime -Museum in
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